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2. (a) Examine Muslim teachings and attitudes towards pluralism. [30] 


Pluralism means accepting other religions as being the same as your own. Pluralists would 
agree that all religions are equal and that we should accept them. This means that to have a 
pluralistic approach a Muslim must reject the Muslim religion and what it teaches and so this 
can never be possible. Muslims, therefore, reject pluralism. 


Islam does not accept other faiths, for example, it rejects Christianity because they believe in 
the doctrine of the Trinity and see it as shirk. God is One. They also reject Hinduism 
because they worship idols and Buddhism because they have no real belief in One God. 


In addition, the goal of Islam is to convert everyone. We can see this from the early days of 
Islam and from some people today who argue that the goal of Islam is to take over the world 
even if it means forcing people to convert. 


The idea of Shari’a law demonstrates that Muslims cannot be pluralistic as they believe that 
the Shari’a law must be the basis of every society. When it isn’t there are major problems. 
For example, there was a recent case about the veil in schools. In the Independent 
newspaper, January 16th 2016, David Cameron backed schools in requiring all pupils to 
show their faces. He argued that it was mainly to do with culture and not religion. This, 
however, does not recognise that the veil is in fact a particular community’s interpretation of 
their religion and should be respected. Cameron argued, ‘When coming into contact with an 
institution or you’re in court, or if you need to be able to see someone’s face at the border, 
then I will always back the authority and institution that have put in place proper and sensible 
rules’ which is not supportive of Islam and shows how Islam faces difficulties when trying to 
practise what it believes. Cameron was immediately criticised by lady Warsi and Andy 
Burnham of being ‘simplistic’ and of ‘unfairly stigmatising a whole community’. Lady Waris 
saw his comments as insensitive in light of the growing problem of radicalisation of young 
Muslims in this country. It is clear that if Shari’a law was in place there would be no such 
problems. 


Muslims in Britain face significant challenges from living in a pluralistic society that is really 
based upon secular (non-religious) law. There are many unbelievers and people of low 
moral standards in society today which does not go together with Islamic teachings. This 
means Muslims find it very difficult to practise their religion. 


In summary, it can be seen that it is very difficult for a Muslim to be pluralistic because it will 
inevitably mean a loss of religious identity, compromise and ultimately a reject of Islamic 
faith. 



Sticky Note

Unfortunately, this answer takes a very specific understanding of ‘pluralism’ that is ultimately focused on religious truths – a ‘religious pluralism’ in terms of dogma alone – and this causes problems for any further elaboration. The final sentence sets out the limitations of the answer.



Sticky Note

This is not true. As well as being very tolerant to other faiths, Islam has a special relationship with Christianity and Judaism. The answer inaccurately correlates the rejection of a doctrine with the rejection of a person.



Sticky Note

Again, this is inaccurate and fails to see the wide variety of understandings within Islam about conversion.



Sticky Note

The answer really moves away from the focus on the question. Such issues here are more to do with ‘Islamaphobia’ and ‘Muslims in Britain today’'. The problem here is that the answer has not made any of it relevant to the issue of pluralism which it could have done.



Sticky Note

Again, the perspective here is introverted in respect of being inward-looking, self-interested and inevitably unsociable which is a far cry from the teachings of Islam let alone representative of its teachings on pluralism.



Sticky Note

The conclusion is as expected because it has restricted itself from the outset in its understanding. The result is a very weak response despite the length of the answer. At worst it misunderstands the topic, at best it is ‘limited’ by the parameters it sets itself. Although a low band or relevance there is not really ‘a low level of accuracy’ and so it is a Band  2 answer, but only just. It is a far cry away from ‘mainly accurate and relevant’ (Level 3) and so is closer to Band 1 ‘very limited’ and so just scrapes into Band 2 with 8 marks.



Sticky Note

The conclusion is as expected because it has restricted itself from the outset in its understanding. The result is a very weak response despite the length of the answer. At worst it misunderstands the topic, at best it is ‘limited’ by the parameters it sets itself. Although a low band or relevance there is not really ‘a low level of accuracy’ and so it is a Band  2 answer, but only just. It is a far cry away from ‘mainly accurate and relevant’ (Band 3) and so is closer to Band 1 ‘very limited’ and so just scrapes into Band 2 with 8 marks.
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2. (a) Examine Muslim teachings and attitudes towards pluralism. [30] 


The word pluralism refers to ‘a condition or system in which two or more states, groups, 
principles, sources of authority, etc., coexist’, according to one dictionary. In other words, the 
focus on pluralism is on how a particular community, in this case, the Muslim community, co-
exists with other communities. It is all about living with differences and it is not about arguing 
about them. 


Obviously, the situation is very complex. Firstly, this definition assumes that every Muslim 
community is same but this is not true. For example, a Muslim community in Britain may be 
very different from a community in another secular country, or indeed, a community in a 
Muslim country. We need to recognise then that there are significant different within Islam as 
well as beyond it. 


In relation to other communities, Islam firstly has a common grounding with Christianity and 
Judaism. For example, Sura 2:136 argues that the revelations given to Abraham, Ishmael, 
Isaac, Jacob, Moses and  to Jesus and also what was given to the prophets is the very same 
revelation as that delivered by Muhammad and Islam to the world. “We make no distinction 
between any of them.”  This clearly supports the special nature and relationship of Muslims 
with the 'People of the Book'; Judaism and Christianity are monotheistic religions which 
share a common heritage with Islam.  


However, examples from early history in Islam indicate there were tensions between these 
religious communities in terms of divisions and conflicts; however, it can be explained that 
these divisions were not really down to religious community identity, but rather a result of 
tribal and feudal systems that existed in pre-Islamic Arabia. 


Once again, Sura 42:13 describes the consistency between Judaism, Christianity and Islam: 
“Establish this religion and do not split up regarding it.”  For some Muslims, this clearly calls 
for Muslims, Christians and Jews to be united. 


One of the first principles for Muhammad to establish was that of Sura 2:256, ‘No 
compulsion is there in religion’ and it is one of the most well-known verses in the Qur’an. It 
was on the basis of this understanding that has led to a very tolerant approach to those who 
practise religions other than Islam. 


However, there is a diversity within Islam as there are some Muslims who are comitted to the 
conversion of people from other faiths to Islam.  Indeed, whilst the importance of freedom in 
the history of the religion is one characteristic of Islam, conversion to Islam was also an 
important aspect of the development and spread of Islam. 


The crusades are often noted as a typical example of a period of religious intolerance, 
however, it is best to see such generalisations within the context of the issue of religion and 
war, and, as Islam is not the only religion to be associated with war, the issue of religions 
and war as a whole. Such a study has often indicated that ‘religion’ is not the true casue of 
conflict but merely a convenient banner to hide behind, again in the case of all religons and 
not just Islam. 


Overall, although some Muslims may have issues with accepting and tolerating other faiths 
or secular view points, once again this is not exclusive to Islam. In reality, whilst the Muslim 
community is tight-knit and focused on aparticular set of religious beliefs there is a strong 
commitment within Islam to overcome differences in dogma and lifestyle through dialogue 
and tolerance. To reject a teaching or principle is not to reject a person,  and Islamic 
teaching is clear on the acceptance of people from other faiths with mercy and justice as 



Sticky Note

The first two paragraphs are very well explained but not very concise about the point being made. The answer does well to explain the definition of pluralism – the last sentence of the first paragraph is particularly incisive. The second paragraph seems to labour a straight-forward point that is not developed later.



Sticky Note

Good paragraph with clear supporting evidence of a natural relationship between Islam and the two other western religions. 



Sticky Note

Good identification of a possible inconsistency in understanding but well clarified by context.



Sticky Note

Good support for a call for unity, tolerance and acceptance of each other.



Sticky Note

This is a very pertinent quote but could be developed further in specific relation to pluralism.



Sticky Note

Again, a good paragraph indicating the role of conversion in Islam but this needs to be unpacked in relation to pluralism more.



Sticky Note

Good analysis of the tendency to generalise and that suggestions of conflict and no tolerance of other communities is effectively addressed by explain these examples.







Allah would expect. Ideally, a Muslim should apply the example of Muhammad when faced 
with unbelievers and accept them as they are, even winning them over to Islam through 
good example. However, in most pluralistic societies today, Muslims would prefer to 
integrate with people of faith rather than a society where religion is considered irrelevant. 



Sticky Note

This answer is clearly a ‘relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set’. It is far beyond ‘satisfactory’ and a general answer. The issue is whether or not it can be described as ‘detailed’ with ‘good use of evidence and examples’ ( Band 4) or as ‘extensive’ and thorough’ with ‘excellent use of evidence and examples’ Band 5). At times the evidence and examples could have been more developed, being restricted by lengthy explanations of the points made. Overall it is a sound Band 4 response towards the top end 23 marks.



Sticky Note

A very good summary which demonstrates a good understanding of the issue of pluralism for Islam; that to reject a teaching does not lead to intolerance of the individual or community that holds it. It even acknowledges acceptance of ‘unbelievers’ and the reference to following the example of Muhammad is good.
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3. ‘The shari’a can be no more than a religious and moral guide for Muslims today.’  
Evaluate this view. [30]  


 
 
Shari’a is religious law for Muslims. It tells them how to pray and what to do in all parts of life. 
It is defined exactly by the Qur’an, which is the word of God for Muslims. You cannot pick 
and choose bits of God’s revelation, so Muslims believe you must follow the shari’a in all 
roles of life.  
 
Shari’a is very strict. If you bring drugs into a country, you could face the death penalty. Or if 
you leave Islam and choose another religion, you could also be killed for your beliefs. This is 
against human rights. Everyone should have freedom to believe what they want to. I do not 
think shari’a should be applied to matters of religion, because you cannot force someone or 
tell them what to believe. 
 
Muslims have shari’a courts to deal with marriage and divorce. They have shari’a rules about 
moral issues. If they want to know what to do about divorce, if they can have an abortion, or 
how to bring up children the right way, then Muslims will look to shari’a law. 
 
Countries like Saudi Arabia have shari’a law for all their laws. Other countries like 
Bangladesh have shari’a family courts and secular laws. So many Muslims make do with a 
mixture. It depends on Muslims and their personal opinion. Some think it better to have 
religious laws for everything, because that is what God wants. Others think it is better to 
follow modern laws. 
 
In conclusion, shari’a should only be for religious laws like prayer, because the other parts of 
sharia are against human rights. They might have been good for medieval times, but we 
need to move on. The Qur’an is the same for all time but can be reinterpreted for today. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sticky Note

There is some valid analysis in the definition of shari’a and the perspective of some Muslims, such as the description of the strict regime in Saudi Arabia, and the identification of shari’a courts to deal with marriage and divorce. Issues relating to the death penalty, family courts and personal opinion and a range of countries are referred to. The arguments presented lack  supporting evidence/reasoning. Saudi Arabia is referred to as a strict approach, this implies a link to a school of thought but no names or details are given about it. It would have been better if the candidate had written Salafi or Islamist in their answer. The label reformist is not used when referring to modern Muslims.However, the response does highlight some issues, and correctly links the Islamic belief in God present in all aspects of life to the application of shari’a law more widely than a religious and moral law.  Band 2  12 marks.Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation.



Sticky Note

The conclusion doesn’t really fit the line of argument set out by the introduction, which says that shari’a is for all laws as you cannot separate. There needs to be more reasoning to justify this conclusion.



Sticky Note

 range of views referred to here but more detail on each is needed. For example, more detail on Bangladesh or a similar country with a mixed system; more detail on modern secular Muslims who wish to reform shari’a in the light of modern times.



Sticky Note

Shari’a courts reference good but needs more detail – could give example such as Pakistan or even UK where some Muslims voluntarily use shari’a courts, although this is criticised by other Muslims (such as columnist Yasmin Alibi Brown)



Sticky Note

The point about human rights is good, but would be better if more specific – which country? (Saudi Arabia here) and which human rights? (reference UN declaration of universal human rights and freedom of belief)



Sticky Note

A basic definition provided, however it is not clear on the difference between shari’a – Islamic law with God, and the Qur’an – a source for shari’a law



Sticky Note

The word shari’a is used correctly, but no other specialist terms are used.
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UNIT 3 – Option B: Islam -  Mark Scheme 


Positive marking 


It should be remembered that candidates are writing under examination conditions and credit 
should be given for what the candidate writes, rather than adopting the approach of 
penalising him/her for any omissions. It should be possible for a very good response to 
achieve full marks and a very poor one to achieve zero marks. Marks should not be 
deducted for a less than perfect answer if it satisfies the criteria of the mark scheme.  
Exemplars in the mark scheme are only meant as helpful guides. Therefore, any other 
acceptable or suitable answers should be credited even though they are not actually stated 
in the mark scheme. 


Two main phrases are deliberately placed throughout each mark scheme to remind 
examiners of this philosophy. They are: 


 “Candidates could include some or all of the following, but other relevant points
should be credited.”


 “This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives.”


Rules for Marking 


1. Differentiation will be achieved on the basis of candidates' response.


2. No mark scheme can ever anticipate or include every possible detail or interpretation;
examiners should use their professional judgement to decide whether a candidate's
particular response answers the question in relation to the particular assessment
objective.


3. Candidates will often express their ideas in language different from that given in any
mark scheme or outline. Positive marking therefore, on the part of examiners, will
recognise and credit correct statements of ideas, valid points and reasoned
arguments irrespective of the language employed.


Banded mark schemes 


Banded mark schemes are divided so that each band has a relevant descriptor. The 
descriptor provides a description of the performance level for that band. Each band contains 
marks. Examiners should first read and annotate a candidate's answer to pick out the 
evidence that is being assessed in that question. Once the annotation is complete, the mark 
scheme can be applied. This is done as a two stage process. 


Banded mark schemes stage 1 – deciding on the band 


When deciding on a band, the answer should be viewed holistically. Beginning at the lowest 
band, examiners should look at the candidate's answer and check whether it matches the 
descriptor for that band. Examiners should look at the descriptor for that band and see if it 
matches the qualities shown in the candidate's answer. If the descriptor at the lowest band is 
satisfied, examiners should move up to the next band and repeat this process for each band 
until the descriptor matches the answer. 
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If an answer covers different aspects of different bands within the mark scheme, a ‘best fit’ 
approach should be adopted to decide on the band and then the candidate's response 
should be used to decide on the mark within the band. For instance,if a response is mainly in 
band 2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the answer would be placed in band 2, 
but the mark awarded would be close to the top of band 2 as a result of the band 3 content.   
 
Banded mark schemes stage 2 – deciding on the mark 
 
Once the band has been decided, examiners can then assign a mark. During standardising 
(at the Examiners’ marking conference), detailed advice from the Principal Examiner on the 
qualities of each mark band will be given. Examiners will then receive examples of answers 
in each mark band that have been awarded a mark by the Principal Examiner. Examiners 
should mark the examples and compare their marks with those of the Principal Examiner. 
When marking, examiners can use these examples to decide whether a candidate's 
response is of a superior, inferior or comparable standard to the example. Examiners are 
reminded of the need to revisit the answer as they apply the mark scheme in order to 
confirm that the band and the mark allocated is appropriate to the response provided. 
Indicative content is also provided for banded mark schemes. Indicative content is not 
exhaustive, and any other valid points must be credited. In order to reach the highest bands 
of the mark scheme a learner need not cover all of the points mentioned in the indicative 
content, but must meet the requirements of the highest mark band.  
 
Awarding no marks to a response 
 
Where a response is not creditworthy, that is it contains nothing of any relevance to the 
question, or where no response has been provided, no marks should be awarded. 
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A Level Generic Band Descriptors 


Band 


(marks) 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Section A questions      30 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies 
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  


- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


(25-30 
marks) 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.


 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.


 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and examples.


 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.


 Insightful connections are made between the various approaches studied (within and/or across themes where
applicable).


 An extensive range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively.


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar.


4 


(19-24 
marks) 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.


 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples.


 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.


 Purposeful connections are made between the various approaches studied (within and/or across themes where
applicable).


 A range of scholarly views/schools of thought used largely accurately and effectively.


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar.


3 


(13-18 
marks) 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.


 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set.


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and examples.


 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.


 Sensible connections made between the various approaches studied (within and/or across themes where
applicable).


 A basic range of scholarly views/schools of thought used.


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar.


2 


(7-12 
marks) 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.


 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set.


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.


 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and examples.


 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.


 Makes some basic connections between the various approaches studied (within and/or across themes where
applicable)


 A limited range of scholarly views/schools of thought used.


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar.


1 


(1-6 
marks) 


 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and relevance.


 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation.


 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence and examples.


 Little  or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.


 Very few or no connections made between the various approaches studied (within and/or across themes where
applicable) 


 Little or no use of scholarly views/schools of thought.


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary.


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication. 


N.B. A maximum of 3 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 


'knowledge in isolation'. 


0  No relevant information.
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Section B questions   30 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


 
 


(25-30 
marks) 


 


 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the question set. 


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 The views of scholars/schools of thought are used extensively, appropriately and in context. 


 Confident and perceptive analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 
approaches studied (within and/or across themes where applicable). 


 Thorough and accurate  use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 


4 
 


 


 
(19-24 
marks) 


 


 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are used appropriately and in context. 


 Purposeful analsysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches studied 
(within and/or across themes where applicable). 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 


 


3 
 


 


 
(13-18 


marks) 


 


 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been addressed. 


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are generally used appropriately and in context. 


 Sensible analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches studied 


(within and/or across themes where applicable). 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 


2 
 


 


 
(7-12 


marks) 


 


 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are  identified and partially addressed. 


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason and/or evidence. 


 Basic use of the views of scholars/schools of thought, appropriately and in context. 


 Makes some analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches studied 
(within and/or across themes where applicable). 


 Some mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 


1 
 


 


 
(1-6 


marks) 


 


 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Little or no use of the views of scholars/schools of thought. 


 Limited analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches studied 


(within and/or across themes where applicable). 


 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication.  
 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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2. Examine Muslim attitudes towards pluralism. [AO1 30] 


 
Candidates could include some or all of the following, but other relevant points 
should be credited.  


 


 The special nature and relationship of Muslims with the 'People of the Book', 
Judaism and Christianity are monotheistic religions which share a common heritage 
with Islam.  


 Muslims recognise all Jewish prophets from the Old Testament. Muslims also 
recognise Christian prophets from the New Testament (Sura 42:13). 


 Many Muslims recognise the religousity of other people sincerely following a 
diffferent religous faith. 


 There is a diversity within Islam towards attitudes to other religions. Some 
Muslims are comitted to the conversion of people from other faiths to Islam. 


 One viewpoint in the Qur'an is that there should be no compulsion to make 
people become followers of Islam. Sura 2:156 states that religious belief in Allah 
should not be a compulsion, but a choice. 


 The importance of freedom in the history of the religion is one characteristic of 
Islam. 


 However, conversion to Islam was an important aspect of the development and 
spread of Islam. 


 Many Muslims participate in national events in conjunction with other faith 
communities, such as November 11th Act of Remembrance in London. 


 The Muslim Council of Britain works to establish links with other faith 
communities. Muslims are involved in inter-faith dialogue. 


 Some Muslims have difficulties with polytheistic faiths because of Muslim belief in 
the oneness of Allah.  


 Some Muslims regard secularisation and humanism as a threat to human society.  
In a pluralist society Muslims prefer to integrate with people of faith rather than a 
society where religion is considered irrelevant. There is a danger that theories like 
Ethical Egoism (which calls for promotion of the ‘self’) contradict the need for 
Muslims to submit to the will of Allah (Religion and Ethics). 


 Reference could also be made here to Muslim responses to the rise of New 
Atheism – ranging from engaging in intellectual debate to strong rejection of New 
Atheist views by Muslim communities (Philosophy of Religion). 
 


 


This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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3. ‘The shari’a can be no more than a religious and moral guide for Muslims 
today.’ 
Evaluate this view.         [30]


Shari’a is Islamic Law. It is a guide of religious requirements, food laws and when to pray; 
about moral conduct, manners and respect for parental authority; laws to judge people for 
crimes committed in place of state authority. Are the latter no longer appropriate for Muslims 
to use today? 


Muslims see shari’a as divine law. Allah, the All-Powerful God, created the world, laws of 
nature and morality - humans cannot change what God made. The All-Powerful should be 
involved in all areas of His creation. Many Muslims believe this includes state law. 


The Qur’an and Sunnah of Muhammad are the two primary sources for shari’a. The Qur’an 
is the directly revealed word of Allah. Muhammad left a perfect model for Muslims to follow, 
recorded in his sayings, the hadith. The Qur’an itself says some verses are literal, others 
allegorical. The context of hadith affect interpretation. Some verses say that Muslims should 
not be friends with others, justification for separatism to some Muslims. However,  most 
Muslims read these in context of tribal rivalries of the time.  


Shari’a was never a state law like today. The Prophet formed a community in Madinah, 
followed by the Caliphate of his companions. This brought law and order and rights for 
people who had none. But it did not mean everyone got justice. Women and non-Muslims 
were not equal under shari’a law. Rulers usually applied criminal law through their own 
systems, leaving religious and family law to sharia.  


Different schools of law and Imams interpreted shari’a. They added consensus, analogy and 
ijtihad or reinterpretation to find answers to new problems. Iran and Saudi Arabia regard 
shari’a as justifying corporal and capital punishments for drug trafficking and murder. 
Sometimes Muslims are killed if they choose a different religion, but the UN states that 
everyone should have the right to freedom of belief in the modern world. 


Islamic Iran does not divide religion and state. There is a parliament, called a Majlis, which 
makes laws. A Council of Guardians must approve the laws as in harmony with shari’a. In 
this way shari’a is much more than just a code of morality: it affects all laws and workings of 
state. 


Turkey however, is generally a secular state with a mostly Muslim population. Since the 
early twentieth century Ataturk modelled the country on secular, western government. To 
some extent he followed the modernising reforms of the last Ottoman Caliphs before him. 
Many Turkish people follow Islam in their family and personal lives, but laws of state are 
secular.  


Pakistan and Malaysia have a mixture of have secular laws of state and shari’a courts for 
family matters. Marriages are sealed with a nikkah contract, approved by an Imam. For 
divorce, it makes sense to return to an Imam. But the terms of reference of shari’a and 
secular courts are blurred: a case can be lost at one and appealed to the other.  


Some Muslims argue western secularism is concept: everything should be ruled by shari’a. 
Others point out abuses that have taken place. Al-Azhar Islamic University in Cairo issued 
‘The Response’ in answer to errant teachings being made by Muslims. They viewed with 
“dismay” abuses in blasphemy cases. Whilst Shia Iran is a religious state, but in 
neighbouring Shia Iraq Ayatollah Sistani argued for a division between religion and politics. 



Sticky Note

Clear definitions made of different aspects of shari’a. This is one way of starting the essay – there are others, such as setting out different opposing viewpoints to the question. 



Sticky Note

Sets out the meaning of shari’a and its sources, the Qur’an and Sunnah and others. The connection between belief in God’s will in everything and the practice of shari’a is made, but then question with the problem of interpretation of literal and allegorical verses of the Qur’an. 



Sticky Note

Reference given to the Madinah community and position of women and minorities in context of the time.



Sticky Note

Iran, Turkey and Pakistan provide details of different examples of how shari’a might be interpreted in the modern world.



Sticky Note

Shows good understanding of the diversity of viewpoint amongst Muslim scholars, such as at Al-Azhar (a traditionalist Sunni school of thought) and reformists. This is a good range. The essay might be further improved by naming scholars and referring to Islamists such as Sayyid Qutb who argued for shari’a to cover all aspects of life.







Religious and moral law is important. Reformists argue moral laws should not be left to 
shari’a; but reformed to guarantee equality for women and rights for minorities including 
those of alternative sexuality. Another view is that faith should be based on personal 
experience, not shari’a at all. Shari’a in the modern world is in a state of flux. 
 
To conclude, some want shari’a to form the basis of all law, others see no role at all. Many 
use shari’a courts for family matters. They follow shari’a food and religious laws at home, 
and benefit from secular laws at work, which guarantee equality and human rights. Perhaps 
this is the best balance to achieve in the world today. 
 
 
 



Sticky Note

Sets out the Reformist case, opposite from the position in Iran for example. Clear and confident explanation of a different viewpoint and recognises the significance of the issues in the lives of MuslimsMany issues are raised including state and parental authority, issues for minorities including gay Muslims, differences between traditionalist, Islamist and reformist Muslims and more besides; these are dealt with in a confident manner with accurate description and clear understanding.



Sticky Note

Conclusion sets out a summary of positions and makes a balanced conclusion.The conclusion acknowledges the variety of opinion. This is well written, but the personal response is timid: ‘perhaps the best balance’. A better end would be a forthright opinion, whatever the writer thinks, followed by two sentences to justify it.



Sticky Note

The argument is sustained from paragraph to paragraph: it does not tail off towards the end.   However the language used could more directly answer the question.With a sharpening of the conclusion and more reference to scholarly thought it could be higher. Band 4 24 marks. 
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3. ‘The shari’a can be no more than a religious and moral guide for Muslims 
today.’ 
Evaluate this view.         [30]


Shari’a is Islamic Law. It is a guide of religious requirements, food laws and when to pray; 
about moral conduct, manners and respect for parental authority; laws to judge people for 
crimes committed in place of state authority. Are the latter no longer appropriate for Muslims 
to use today? 


Muslims see shari’a as divine law. Allah, the All-Powerful God, created the world, laws of 
nature and morality - humans cannot change what God made. The All-Powerful should be 
involved in all areas of His creation. Many Muslims believe this includes state law. 


The Qur’an and Sunnah of Muhammad are the two primary sources for shari’a. The Qur’an 
is the directly revealed word of Allah. Muhammad left a perfect model for Muslims to follow, 
recorded in his sayings, the hadith. The Qur’an itself says some verses are literal, others 
allegorical. The context of hadith affect interpretation. Some verses say that Muslims should 
not be friends with others, justification for separatism to some Muslims. However,  most 
Muslims read these in context of tribal rivalries of the time.  


Shari’a was never a state law like today. The Prophet formed a community in Madinah, 
followed by the Caliphate of his companions. This brought law and order and rights for 
people who had none. But it did not mean everyone got justice. Women and non-Muslims 
were not equal under shari’a law. Rulers usually applied criminal law through their own 
systems, leaving religious and family law to sharia.  


Different schools of law and Imams interpreted shari’a. They added consensus, analogy and 
ijtihad or reinterpretation to find answers to new problems. Iran and Saudi Arabia regard 
shari’a as justifying corporal and capital punishments for drug trafficking and murder. 
Sometimes Muslims are killed if they choose a different religion, but the UN states that 
everyone should have the right to freedom of belief in the modern world. 


Islamic Iran does not divide religion and state. There is a parliament, called a Majlis, which 
makes laws. A Council of Guardians must approve the laws as in harmony with shari’a. In 
this way shari’a is much more than just a code of morality: it affects all laws and workings of 
state. 


Turkey however, is generally a secular state with a mostly Muslim population. Since the 
early twentieth century Ataturk modelled the country on secular, western government. To 
some extent he followed the modernising reforms of the last Ottoman Caliphs before him. 
Many Turkish people follow Islam in their family and personal lives, but laws of state are 
secular.  


Pakistan and Malaysia have a mixture of have secular laws of state and shari’a courts for 
family matters. Marriages are sealed with a nikkah contract, approved by an Imam. For 
divorce, it makes sense to return to an Imam. But the terms of reference of shari’a and 
secular courts are blurred: a case can be lost at one and appealed to the other.  


Some Muslims argue western secularism is concept: everything should be ruled by shari’a. 
Others point out abuses that have taken place. Al-Azhar Islamic University in Cairo issued 
‘The Response’ in answer to errant teachings being made by Muslims. They viewed with 
“dismay” abuses in blasphemy cases. Whilst Shia Iran is a religious state, but in 
neighbouring Shia Iraq Ayatollah Sistani argued for a division between religion and politics. 







Religious and moral law is important. Reformists argue moral laws should not be left to 
shari’a; but reformed to guarantee equality for women and rights for minorities including 
those of alternative sexuality. Another view is that faith should be based on personal 
experience, not shari’a at all. Shari’a in the modern world is in a state of flux. 
 
To conclude, some want shari’a to form the basis of all law, others see no role at all. Many 
use shari’a courts for family matters. They follow shari’a food and religious laws at home, 
and benefit from secular laws at work, which guarantee equality and human rights. Perhaps 
this is the best balance to achieve in the world today. 
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3. ‘The shari’a can be no more than a religious and moral guide for Muslims 
today.’  
Evaluate this view.         [30]  


 
Shari’a is religious law for Muslims. It tells them how to pray and what to do in all parts of life. 
It is defined exactly by the Qur’an, which is the word of God for Muslims. You cannot pick 
and choose bits of God’s revelation, so Muslims believe you must follow the shari’a in all 
roles of life.  
 
Shari’a is very strict. If you bring drugs into a country, you could face the death penalty. Or if 
you leave Islam and choose another religion, you could also be killed for your beliefs. This is 
against human rights. Everyone should have freedom to believe what they want to. I do not 
think shari’a should be applied to matters of religion, because you cannot force someone or 
tell them what to believe. 
 
Muslims have shari’a courts to deal with marriage and divorce. They have shari’a rules about 
moral issues. If they want to know what to do about divorce, if they can have an abortion, or 
how to bring up children the right way, then Muslims will look to shari’a law. 
 
Countries like Saudi Arabia have shari’a law for all their laws. Other countries like 
Bangladesh have shari’a family courts and secular laws. So many Muslims make do with a 
mixture. It depends on Muslims and their personal opinion. Some think it better to have 
religious laws for everything, because that is what God wants. Others think it is better to 
follow modern laws. 
 
In conclusion, shari’a should only be for religious laws like prayer, because the other parts of 
sharia are against human rights. They might have been good for medieval times, but we 
need to move on. The Qur’an is the same for all time but can be reinterpreted for today. 
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2. (a) Examine Muslim teachings and attitudes towards pluralism. [30] 


Pluralism means accepting other religions as being the same as your own. Pluralists would 
agree that all religions are equal and that we should accept them. This means that to have a 
pluralistic approach a Muslim must reject the Muslim religion and what it teaches and so this 
can never be possible. Muslims, therefore, reject pluralism. 


Islam does not accept other faiths, for example, it rejects Christianity because they believe in 
the doctrine of the Trinity and see it as shirk. God is One. They also reject Hinduism 
because they worship idols and Buddhism because they have no real belief in One God. 


In addition, the goal of Islam is to convert everyone. We can see this from the early days of 
Islam and from some people today who argue that the goal of Islam is to take over the world 
even if it means forcing people to convert. 


The idea of Shari’a law demonstrates that Muslims cannot be pluralistic as they believe that 
the Shari’a law must be the basis of every society. When it isn’t there are major problems. 
For example, there was a recent case about the veil in schools. In the Independent 
newspaper, January 16th 2016, David Cameron backed schools in requiring all pupils to 
show their faces. He argued that it was mainly to do with culture and not religion. This, 
however, does not recognise that the veil is in fact a particular community’s interpretation of 
their religion and should be respected. Cameron argued, ‘When coming into contact with an 
institution or you’re in court, or if you need to be able to see someone’s face at the border, 
then I will always back the authority and institution that have put in place proper and sensible 
rules’ which is not supportive of Islam and shows how Islam faces difficulties when trying to 
practise what it believes. Cameron was immediately criticised by lady Warsi and Andy 
Burnham of being ‘simplistic’ and of ‘unfairly stigmatising a whole community’. Lady Waris 
saw his comments as insensitive in light of the growing problem of radicalisation of young 
Muslims in this country. It is clear that if Shari’a law was in place there would be no such 
problems. 


Muslims in Britain face significant challenges from living in a pluralistic society that is really 
based upon secular (non-religious) law. There are many unbelievers and people of low 
moral standards in society today which does not go together with Islamic teachings. This 
means Muslims find it very difficult to practise their religion. 


In summary, it can be seen that it is very difficult for a Muslim to be pluralistic because it will 
inevitably mean a loss of religious identity, compromise and ultimately a reject of Islamic 
faith. 
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UNIT 3 – Option B: Islam -  Mark Scheme 


Positive marking 


It should be remembered that candidates are writing under examination conditions and credit 
should be given for what the candidate writes, rather than adopting the approach of 
penalising him/her for any omissions. It should be possible for a very good response to 
achieve full marks and a very poor one to achieve zero marks. Marks should not be 
deducted for a less than perfect answer if it satisfies the criteria of the mark scheme.  
Exemplars in the mark scheme are only meant as helpful guides. Therefore, any other 
acceptable or suitable answers should be credited even though they are not actually stated 
in the mark scheme. 


Two main phrases are deliberately placed throughout each mark scheme to remind 
examiners of this philosophy. They are: 


 “Candidates could include some or all of the following, but other relevant points
should be credited.”


 “This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives.”


Rules for Marking 


1. Differentiation will be achieved on the basis of candidates' response.


2. No mark scheme can ever anticipate or include every possible detail or interpretation;
examiners should use their professional judgement to decide whether a candidate's
particular response answers the question in relation to the particular assessment
objective.


3. Candidates will often express their ideas in language different from that given in any
mark scheme or outline. Positive marking therefore, on the part of examiners, will
recognise and credit correct statements of ideas, valid points and reasoned
arguments irrespective of the language employed.


Banded mark schemes 


Banded mark schemes are divided so that each band has a relevant descriptor. The 
descriptor provides a description of the performance level for that band. Each band contains 
marks. Examiners should first read and annotate a candidate's answer to pick out the 
evidence that is being assessed in that question. Once the annotation is complete, the mark 
scheme can be applied. This is done as a two stage process. 


Banded mark schemes stage 1 – deciding on the band 


When deciding on a band, the answer should be viewed holistically. Beginning at the lowest 
band, examiners should look at the candidate's answer and check whether it matches the 
descriptor for that band. Examiners should look at the descriptor for that band and see if it 
matches the qualities shown in the candidate's answer. If the descriptor at the lowest band is 
satisfied, examiners should move up to the next band and repeat this process for each band 
until the descriptor matches the answer. 
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If an answer covers different aspects of different bands within the mark scheme, a ‘best fit’ 
approach should be adopted to decide on the band and then the candidate's response 
should be used to decide on the mark within the band. For instance,if a response is mainly in 
band 2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the answer would be placed in band 2, 
but the mark awarded would be close to the top of band 2 as a result of the band 3 content.   
 
Banded mark schemes stage 2 – deciding on the mark 
 
Once the band has been decided, examiners can then assign a mark. During standardising 
(at the Examiners’ marking conference), detailed advice from the Principal Examiner on the 
qualities of each mark band will be given. Examiners will then receive examples of answers 
in each mark band that have been awarded a mark by the Principal Examiner. Examiners 
should mark the examples and compare their marks with those of the Principal Examiner. 
When marking, examiners can use these examples to decide whether a candidate's 
response is of a superior, inferior or comparable standard to the example. Examiners are 
reminded of the need to revisit the answer as they apply the mark scheme in order to 
confirm that the band and the mark allocated is appropriate to the response provided. 
Indicative content is also provided for banded mark schemes. Indicative content is not 
exhaustive, and any other valid points must be credited. In order to reach the highest bands 
of the mark scheme a learner need not cover all of the points mentioned in the indicative 
content, but must meet the requirements of the highest mark band.  
 
Awarding no marks to a response 
 
Where a response is not creditworthy, that is it contains nothing of any relevance to the 
question, or where no response has been provided, no marks should be awarded. 
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A Level Generic Band Descriptors 


Band 


(marks) 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Section A questions      30 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies 
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  


- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


(25-30 
marks) 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.


 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.


 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and examples.


 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.


 Insightful connections are made between the various approaches studied (within and/or across themes where
applicable).


 An extensive range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively.


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar.


4 


(19-24 
marks) 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.


 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples.


 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.


 Purposeful connections are made between the various approaches studied (within and/or across themes where
applicable).


 A range of scholarly views/schools of thought used largely accurately and effectively.


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar.


3 


(13-18 
marks) 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.


 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set.


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and examples.


 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.


 Sensible connections made between the various approaches studied (within and/or across themes where
applicable).


 A basic range of scholarly views/schools of thought used.


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar.


2 


(7-12 
marks) 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.


 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set.


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.


 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and examples.


 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.


 Makes some basic connections between the various approaches studied (within and/or across themes where
applicable)


 A limited range of scholarly views/schools of thought used.


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar.


1 


(1-6 
marks) 


 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and relevance.


 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation.


 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence and examples.


 Little  or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.


 Very few or no connections made between the various approaches studied (within and/or across themes where
applicable) 


 Little or no use of scholarly views/schools of thought.


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary.


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication. 


N.B. A maximum of 3 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 


'knowledge in isolation'. 


0  No relevant information.
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Section B questions   30 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


 
 


(25-30 
marks) 


 


 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the question set. 


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 The views of scholars/schools of thought are used extensively, appropriately and in context. 


 Confident and perceptive analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 
approaches studied (within and/or across themes where applicable). 


 Thorough and accurate  use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 


4 
 


 


 
(19-24 
marks) 


 


 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are used appropriately and in context. 


 Purposeful analsysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches studied 
(within and/or across themes where applicable). 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 


 


3 
 


 


 
(13-18 


marks) 


 


 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been addressed. 


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are generally used appropriately and in context. 


 Sensible analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches studied 


(within and/or across themes where applicable). 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 


2 
 


 


 
(7-12 


marks) 


 


 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are  identified and partially addressed. 


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason and/or evidence. 


 Basic use of the views of scholars/schools of thought, appropriately and in context. 


 Makes some analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches studied 
(within and/or across themes where applicable). 


 Some mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 


1 
 


 


 
(1-6 


marks) 


 


 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Little or no use of the views of scholars/schools of thought. 


 Limited analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches studied 


(within and/or across themes where applicable). 


 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication.  
 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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Section B 


3.  'The shari’a can be no more than a religious and moral guide for Muslims 
today.'  


 Evaluate this view. [AO2 30] 
 


 Candidates could include some or all of the following, but other relevant points 
should be credited.  


 


 The word ‘shari’a’ can have different understandings. Often the term ‘law’ is 
added so that it encompasses civil aspects of society. Shari’a is a system based 
upon the Qur’an, is inspired and leads to a fully operational Islamic State where 
shari’a incorporates religious, moral, family and civil law. It therefore involves 
more than just religion and morality. 


 The 'fiqh' is also important to consider here. A definition of fiqh as human 
understanding of the path of Islam as found in the Qur’an. It is the human attempt 
to make sense of God’s will on earth. It broadly relates to the purposes of the 
Pillars of Islam and the exposition of the Qur’an and Sunna. It is classed as a 
‘science’, a serious discipline to establish principles for living. The most important 
type of fiqh deals with the five main purposes of understanding God’s will in 
relation to: preservation of religion, life, lineage, intellect and property. Therefore, 
it is much more than a religious and moral ‘guide’; it is specific and precise. 


 Examples from various countries could be given where shari’a law is operational 
to its fullest extent.  


 To counteract this the debate surrounding the interpretation and application of 
shari’a could also be referred to here. Links could be made here to the issues 
relating to religious language – is interpretation of the Qur’an meant to be literal, 
symbolic/analogical, etc? (Philosophy of Religion). 


 It could be argued that the Qur’an contains contextual materials specific to that 
time (e.g. inheritance, perceived immoralities and principles of trading) therefore it 
is often argued by reformers that the Qur’an does not contain everything that is 
relevant for all times. Principles need interpreting and applying through fiqh. For 
example, reformers such as Tariq Ramadan have understood the purpose of law 
as to be constantly reinterpreted and applied to a Muslim’s own cultural 
background, drawing a distinction between that which is cultural and that which is 
religious.  


 The teachings extrapolated from shari’a can integrate culturally and create 
distinctive forms and expressions of Islam and expand the boundaries of shari’a. 


 Examples where there is a clear separation of religion and state to support a 
contrary line of argument may be used by candidates, for example, with reference 
to France or in an abstract way, arguing that since 80% of the shari’a is family 
law, its focus is primarily on religion and morality. 


 The question could be approached in a more abstract sense in asking whether or 
not the terms ‘religious’ and ‘moral’ cover all aspects of life for a Muslim. If so, the 
separation of religion and state is artificial and one could argue that the terms 
‘religion’ and ‘moral’ encompass all aspects of life in society both personal and 
communal. 


 In the same way it could be argued that there are different implications of the 
statement for Muslims as a collective unity (ummah) and to a Muslim on a more 
personal level. 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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3. 'The shari’a can be no more than a religious and moral guide for Muslims today.'
Evaluate this view. [30] 
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2. (a) Examine Muslim teachings and attitudes towards pluralism. [30] 


The word pluralism refers to ‘a condition or system in which two or more states, groups, 
principles, sources of authority, etc., coexist’, according to one dictionary. In other words, the 
focus on pluralism is on how a particular community, in this case, the Muslim community, co-
exists with other communities. It is all about living with differences and it is not about arguing 
about them. 


Obviously, the situation is very complex. Firstly, this definition assumes that every Muslim 
community is same but this is not true. For example, a Muslim community in Britain may be 
very different from a community in another secular country, or indeed, a community in a 
Muslim country. We need to recognise then that there are significant different within Islam as 
well as beyond it. 


In relation to other communities, Islam firstly has a common grounding with Christianity and 
Judaism. For example, Sura 2:136 argues that the revelations given to Abraham, Ishmael, 
Isaac, Jacob, Moses and  to Jesus and also what was given to the prophets is the very same 
revelation as that delivered by Muhammad and Islam to the world. “We make no distinction 
between any of them.”  This clearly supports the special nature and relationship of Muslims 
with the 'People of the Book'; Judaism and Christianity are monotheistic religions which 
share a common heritage with Islam.  


However, examples from early history in Islam indicate there were tensions between these 
religious communities in terms of divisions and conflicts; however, it can be explained that 
these divisions were not really down to religious community identity, but rather a result of 
tribal and feudal systems that existed in pre-Islamic Arabia. 


Once again, Sura 42:13 describes the consistency between Judaism, Christianity and Islam: 
“Establish this religion and do not split up regarding it.”  For some Muslims, this clearly calls 
for Muslims, Christians and Jews to be united. 


One of the first principles for Muhammad to establish was that of Sura 2:256, ‘No 
compulsion is there in religion’ and it is one of the most well-known verses in the Qur’an. It 
was on the basis of this understanding that has led to a very tolerant approach to those who 
practise religions other than Islam. 


However, there is a diversity within Islam as there are some Muslims who are comitted to the 
conversion of people from other faiths to Islam.  Indeed, whilst the importance of freedom in 
the history of the religion is one characteristic of Islam, conversion to Islam was also an 
important aspect of the development and spread of Islam. 


The crusades are often noted as a typical example of a period of religious intolerance, 
however, it is best to see such generalisations within the context of the issue of religion and 
war, and, as Islam is not the only religion to be associated with war, the issue of religions 
and war as a whole. Such a study has often indicated that ‘religion’ is not the true casue of 
conflict but merely a convenient banner to hide behind, again in the case of all religons and 
not just Islam. 


Overall, although some Muslims may have issues with accepting and tolerating other faiths 
or secular view points, once again this is not exclusive to Islam. In reality, whilst the Muslim 
community is tight-knit and focused on aparticular set of religious beliefs there is a strong 
commitment within Islam to overcome differences in dogma and lifestyle through dialogue 
and tolerance. To reject a teaching or principle is not to reject a person,  and Islamic 
teaching is clear on the acceptance of people from other faiths with mercy and justice as 







Allah would expect. Ideally, a Muslim should apply the example of Muhammad when faced 
with unbelievers and accept them as they are, even winning them over to Islam through 
good example. However, in most pluralistic societies today, Muslims would prefer to 
integrate with people of faith rather than a society where religion is considered irrelevant. 
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2. Examine Muslim attitudes towards pluralism. [30] 
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